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and almost hereditary audience.   A heresy against the truths of statecraft is self announced.
Perhaps   Mr.   Baldwin's   most   subtle   but   conclusive discord was barely more than an oratorical gesture: it revealed nevertheless that he had failed to analyse in the first degree the situation he was called upon to command. There was no mistaking his confusion.   It was a remark so criminally inconsistent with Toryism that it acclaimed its own guilt.   He was attempting to revile Socialism in the minds of young Conservatives.   It would be thought that the faults and superficialities of Socialism were near enough to hand.   It has perhaps one transcendent virtue for which Disraeli, as a Tory leader, set the Trade Unions on the road to power.   That one virtue was what Mr. Baldwin  managed  to  account  to  Socialism  as  a  vice. "There is," he said, after deploring the conditions of our people,  "a very famous sentence of Sir Henry Maine's in which he said that the progress of our civilization has been of recent centuries a progress on the part of mankind from status to contract.  Socialism would bring Trim back from contract to status/* Mr. Baldwin set the full throats of  youth  deriding the heroic struggle  of  Socialism for status.
It is strange that the name of Sir Henry Maine appears again in the same connection. When this generalisation on the Roman Law of Persons and the English Law of Real Property was made, the important word "hitherto" was used. "Hitherto," ran the exact quotation, "the movement of progressive society has been from status to contract/* Since this was written Mr* Belloc has written his book the Servile State and there has arisen in the political world a class that has lost the very status to contract. Sir Henry Maine as a lawyer was at least referring to free agents and would not in 1861 have contemplated the working classes reduced to the first stages of the status of slavery. Everything in politics if uncontrolled swings a full circle. Even status returns to status and class to caste. Toryism aaad